Skat tournament in London, 21 July 2024

We played 72 hands, 36 with four tables and 36 with five.  There were therefore 324 results overall.  These were distributed as follows:
	Contract
	count
	pct
	made
	off

	Grand
	97
	29.9
	89
	8

	Clubs
	82
	25.3
	63
	19

	Spades
	36
	11.1
	25
	11

	Hearts
	37
	11.4
	30
	7

	Diamonds
	36
	11.1
	30
	6

	Null
	29
	9.0
	20
	9

	passed out
	7
	2.2
	
	


Seven hands (1/6, 2/11, 2/19, 3/2, 3/5, 4/1 and 4/7) had the same result at every table.  On two hands (2/13 and 3/11) all the declarers were unsuccessful.  Five hands (2/2, 2/9, 2/18, 3/7 and 3/15) were played from all three seats.
Below are some of the most interesting hands.

	1/1
	J
	S
	
	
	Hinterhand has a strong hand, but it is balanced and most players let Vorhand play a Null.  At table 2 Andy must have been bidding for Grand against Nick's Null Hand (which turned out to be unbeatable) and the skat helped him to schneider



	
	
	C
	9
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	A 9 7
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	A 8 7
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	K Q
	
	
	

	J
	
	
	M3  
	J
	C D
	

	C
	10 Q 8 7
	
	
	C
	A K
	

	S
	10 8
	V2
	H1
	S
	K Q
	

	H
	9
	
	Skat:  
	H
	10 K
	

	D
	9 8 7
	
	HJ, HQ
	D
	A 10
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	N  +23
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	36
	Gs  +72
	

	20
	N  +23
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	N  +23
	
	
	
	
	


	1/11
	J
	H
	
	
	Nick and Patrick both attempted a Grand against 2 which failed against a 5-0 club break.  Surprisingly Nick had much more opposition bidding.



	
	
	C
	A 7
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	A 7
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	A 9 8
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	A K
	
	
	

	J
	C S D
	
	M2  
	J
	
	

	C
	
	
	
	C
	10 K Q 9 8
	

	S
	K Q 9
	V1
	H3
	S
	10 8
	

	H
	K
	
	Skat:  
	H
	10 Q
	

	D
	10 9 8
	
	H7, D7
	D
	Q
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	18
	G  –144
	
	
	

	
	
	45
	G  –144
	
	
	

	23
	Ds  +36
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	S  +33
	
	
	
	
	


	1/23
	J
	H
	
	
	Grand was made from two different seats, one of them with schneider.

	
	
	C
	A 8
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	A 10 K 8
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	10
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	9 7
	
	
	

	J
	
	
	M2  
	J
	C S D
	

	C
	Q 9 7
	
	
	C
	10
	

	S
	Q 9 7
	V1
	H3
	S
	
	

	H
	A K 9
	
	Skat:  
	H
	Q 8 7
	

	D
	10
	
	CK, DA
	D
	K Q 8
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	18
	Hss  +50
	

	
	
	
	
	24
	Gs  +96
	

	
	
	30
	G  +72
	
	
	

	
	
	30
	S  +33
	
	
	


	2/1
	J
	C D
	
	
	Mittelhand has eight trumps if playing in diamonds.  Bidding to 27 is obvious, but the chances of schneider are very good so Mittelhand might consider bidding to 36 or 45 if pushed.  Neither of those who faced a bid of 30 was prepared to say "yes".  (Grand will make since the jacks split, but aggressive bidding from Hinterhand might suggest they don't.)



	
	
	C
	
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	10 K
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	A 10 K Q 9 8
	
	

	J
	S
	
	M3  
	J
	H
	

	C
	K 8 7
	
	
	C
	A 10 Q
	

	S
	K 8
	V2
	H1
	S
	A 10 Q 9
	

	H
	A 8 7
	
	Skat:  
	H
	Q 9
	

	D
	7
	
	C9, S7
	D
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	30
	S  +33
	

	
	
	
	
	30
	Ss  +44
	

	
	
	24
	Dhs  +36
	
	
	

	
	
	22
	Dhs  +36
	
	
	

	
	
	23
	Dhs  +36
	
	
	


	2/2
	J
	S H D
	
	
	This hand was played by all three seats, usually unsuccessfully.  The one successful declarer played as Hinterhand in hearts against 4.  A different defence could have made Schwarz!



	
	
	C
	10 7
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	7
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	9 7
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	K Q
	
	
	

	J
	C
	
	M1  
	J
	
	

	C
	A K Q 9
	
	
	C
	8
	

	S
	A 9 8
	V3
	H2
	S
	10 K Q
	

	H
	Q
	
	Skat:  
	H
	A 10 8
	

	D
	9
	
	HK, D7
	D
	A 10 8
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	C  –48
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	27
	H  +50
	

	23
	C  –48
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	N  –46
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	18
	D  –54
	
	
	


	2/21
	J
	
	
	
	A solid Grand, which always made schneider.  One player played from the hand and still made schneider for the biggest plus score on a single hand.  It is far from clear whether playing from the hand will gain on average.

	
	
	C
	10
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	K 7
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	K Q 9 8
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	A 10 Q
	
	
	

	J
	C S H D
	
	M3  
	J
	
	

	C
	A K
	
	
	C
	Q 9 8 7
	

	S
	A Q
	V2
	H1
	S
	10 9
	

	H
	10 7
	
	Skat:  
	H
	
	

	D
	
	
	S8, HA
	D
	K 9 8 7
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Gs  +144
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	Ghs  +168
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	Gs  +144
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Gs  +144
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	Gs  +144
	
	
	
	
	


	3/3
	J
	
	
	
	This hand produced both the biggest minus score of the day and the highest bid.  (It is not obvious how Hinterhand was pushed to 60 but no further.)



	
	
	C
	7
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	A 9 8
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	K 8
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	Q 9 8 7
	
	
	

	J
	D
	
	M2  
	J
	C S H
	

	C
	A 8
	
	
	C
	K 9
	

	S
	
	V1
	H3
	S
	10 K Q 7
	

	H
	A 10 Q 9
	
	Skat:  
	H
	7
	

	D
	A 10 K
	
	C10, CQ
	D
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	44
	G  +96
	

	
	
	
	
	27
	G  +96
	

	
	
	
	
	60
	G  +96
	

	35
	G  –192
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	40
	Cs  +60
	


	3/15
	J
	H D
	
	
	At two tables only Hinterhand was prepared to bid.  The hand goes badly; neither player chose to go down more cheaply in Null.



	
	
	C
	A 8 7
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	7
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	9
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	A 8 7
	
	
	

	J
	C S
	
	M2  
	J
	
	

	C
	K Q 9
	
	
	C
	
	

	S
	K Q
	V1
	H3
	S
	A 10 9 8
	

	H
	10 8
	
	Skat:  
	H
	A K Q
	

	D
	9
	
	C10, H7
	D
	10 K Q
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	18
	H  –100
	

	23
	C  –72
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	18
	N  +23
	
	
	

	
	
	18
	No  +46
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	18
	S  –110
	


	3/23
	J
	C D
	
	
	Grand was played from two seats.  Mittelhand made schneider.  Hinterhand had four aces (one from the skat) all of which stood up, but went down.



	
	
	C
	9
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	10 K Q 9 8
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	7
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	7
	
	
	

	J
	H
	
	M2  
	J
	
	

	C
	10 K 7
	
	
	C
	A Q 8
	

	S
	7
	V1
	H3
	S
	A
	

	H
	10 Q 9
	
	Skat:  
	H
	K 8
	

	D
	K Q
	
	SJ, HA
	D
	A 10 9 8
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	18
	Gs  +96
	
	
	

	
	
	18
	Gs  +96
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	23
	G  –96
	

	
	
	18
	Gs  +96
	
	
	

	
	
	18
	Ss  +44
	
	
	


	4/19
	J
	
	
	
	A successful Grand against 4 at one table, probably beatable if the defence is accurate.



	
	
	C
	A K Q
	
	
	

	
	
	S
	A 10
	
	
	

	
	
	H
	10 K
	
	
	

	
	
	D
	A 10 8
	
	
	

	J
	C S H
	
	M2  
	J
	D
	

	C
	8
	
	
	C
	10 9
	

	S
	K
	V1
	H3
	S
	Q 9 8 7
	

	H
	Q 9 8
	
	Skat:  
	H
	A
	

	D
	K 7
	
	C7, H7
	D
	Q 9
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	H  +40
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	44
	G  +120
	
	
	

	27
	Hs  +50
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	H  +40
	
	
	
	
	


